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The number of meteors reported as flying saucers or spaceships 
has diminished in the last few years, but the Air Force has con- 
tinued to investigate all doubtful or puzzling sightings to determine 
whether they In uny Waly represen it possible threat tt) the nation s 
BOWEL Vv. Every sure identification of a UFO as ni rel a meteor, 
not a ballistic missile, brings a certain amount of relief. 

A typic al case, successfully solved, is that of Jun 20, 1954. About 
2:15 A.M. the pilot of a United Airlines flight over the Pacifie re- 


ported by radio to Flight Operations that he had observed an 


apparent rocket fring about thirty-five miles west of the plane posi- 
tion; radar detected the presence of a surface vessel at about the 


same position. Tie pilot first noticed a flash of light, then the entire 
sky lighted up and he saw four round, fiery ¢lobules, of an intense 


bluish-white color, with no tails, Flying two by two in a straight 
line, they macde no sound andi cis ippeared after about two seconds, 
The weather was clear and calm, the visibilits excellent, The co- 
pilot, sitting at the right, suw only the first flash, but the pilot of 
another plane SONG t20 miles to the west reported secing the sume 
objects at the same time [18]. 

Because this sighting occurred in a very sensitive area where 
military officials were expecting a Russian test firing of an ICBM, 
the Air Force made an exhaustive study of this report and identi- 
fied the obje ct as a meteor, Their evaluation pro eclec ald Follows: 

The United Airlines pilot estimated the distance of the objects 


as only about thirty miles and their rate of travel at some 15 decrees 
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in two seconcs. These hgures indicated a velocity of approximately 
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iour. about the spe doof a ballistic missile. But 
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Hieht ruted out the yp ibil 4 of a missile. How ver. if the observer 
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hacl LNCICcré stiroated tlie clistann {* trl lhe objec rs Were ae rely liin- 


clrecds of Tiles ch hs 15, : then the clata would inci 1G ul speed Ol about 


50,000 miles an hour, mn the rancve of meteor ve locities. The cle- 
scriptions given closely matched that of the classic fireball, whose 
colors range over white, blue, green, red, and yellow, and whose 


lhiminosity may he as cereal as —9 rivenitudes The Air Force con- 


cluded that the object sichted was, in all probability, a meteor, 


